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This book is a collection of the papers presented at the 8th Conference of the International Committee for Design History and 
Design Studies (ICDHS). It registers the main ideas and trends on design history and design studies discussed during this 
academic meeting held in São Paulo, Brazil, in September 2012, which gathered researchers from 26 different countries, 
coming from America, Europe, Asia and Australasia. 

Promoted by a committee composed by well-known design scholars from America, Europe and Asia, ICDHS conferences aim 
to assess the current state of affairs of design history and design studies. The activity of the group began with a conference 
organized in Barcelona (Spain) in 1999, which was followed by a second meeting in La Havana (Cuba), in 2000. The Com-
mittee was inaugurated in the Istanbul (Turkey) conference, in 2002. The activity continued in the conferences held in Gua-
dalajara (Mexico, 2004), Helsinki & Tallinn (Finland & Estonia, 2006), Osaka (Japan, 2008), and Brussels (Belgium, 2010).

The theme chosen for the 8th edition of the conference, “Design Frontiers: territories, concepts, technologies”, aimed to 
provoke discussions on how design history and design studies may push the limits of design knowledge. The frontiers of 
design may be challenged in many ways: by the exploration of new territories, by the establishment of new concepts, by the 
emergence of new technologies, as well as by rediscovering the past and by finding new ways of applying current wisdom; 
and the papers published in this volume address one or more of those challenges.

The Call for Papers announced 6 tracks, proposed by members of ICDHS board and the Brazilian organizing committee, and 
resulted in 369 proposals, in form of abstracts, coming from 36 different countries. All proposals were carefully reviewed by 
at least 2 members of the Program Committee, composed of 88 researchers from 57 institutions in 19 different countries, 
appointed by the track chairs. Efforts have been done in order to ensure that the proposals selected would cover different 
areas, methods, approaches and positions, resulting in 150 accepted proposals. Following a second round of reviews, based 
on the full paper version of the proposals, 112 papers were indicated to be presented in parallel sessions, and 13 in the 
poster session.

This book, therefore, combines the 125 papers resulting from the Call for Papers, divided in 6 sections (History of design 
education, Identities and territories, National policies on design, Techniques and technologies, The New Imperialism, Open 
strand), with the text version of the lectures by three keynote speakers.

The first chapter includes papers by Régulo Franco Jordan, director of the El Brujo archeological site and of Museo Cao in 
Peru, about the art and symbolism of the Moche, a pre-Inca culture; Guilherme Cunha Lima, professor and researcher at 
Rio de Janeiro State University School of Industrial Design, on design history in Brazil; and Veronica Devalle professor and 
researcher at University of Buenos Aires Faculty of Architecture, Design and Urbanism, on current problems in the histori-
ography of design. 

The second chapter includes the 19 papers presented in the ‘History of design education’ sessions chaired by Haruhiko 
Fujita (Osaka University, Japan) and Silvio Barreto Campello (Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil). Those papers focus 
on historical studies of design education, with a particular interest in comparative studies of design education in different 
countries, cultures, periods, in its relationship with art and technology education.

The next chapter gathers 30 papers that aim at design from the perspective of identity and territorial issues, approach-
ing topics such as micro history, collective identities, gender, internationalization, marginalization and globalization. Such 
papers were presented in the ‘Identities and territories’ sessions chaired by Oscar Salinas Flores (National University of 
Mexico, Mexico) and Clice Mazzilli (University of São Paulo, Brazil).

Chapter 4, ‘National policies on design’, includes 12 papers presented in the sessions chaired by Javier Gimeno-Martínez 
(VU University Amsterdam, Netherlands & Artesis University College of Antwerp, Belgium) and Cyntia Malaguti (University 
of São Paulo, Brazil). The papers address totally or partially state funded plans and institutions for the promotion of design, 
studied as signifying practices in both their economic and cultural dimensions.
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The following chapter contains 28 papers presented in the ‘Techniques and technologies’ sessions chaired by Paul Atkinson (Sheffield 
Hallam University, UK) and Charles Vincent (Mackenzie Presbyterian University, Brazil). The focus here are methodologies and differ-
ent models of process and practice, including histories of technique and practice and studies on cross and inter disciplinary collabora-
tions, and on the impact of emerging and enabling technologies on the production, reception and consumption of design. 

Chapter 6 gathers 14 papers that were presented in the sessions entitled ‘The New Imperialism: the international face of design and 
design history’, chaired by Jonathan Woodham (University of Brighton, UK) and Denise Dantas (University of São Paulo, Brazil). Such 
investigations draw attention to the nature of design practice and history in the wider world, beyond the orthodox mapping of activity 
in the mainstream industrialized nations of the west, helping to redraw the world map of contemporary design activity, history and 
politics.

Finally, Chapter 7 brings further investigations on territorial, conceptual and technological frontiers of design, congregating 22 papers 
presented in the ‘Open strand’ sessions chaired by Victor Margolin (University of Illinois at Chicago, US) and Priscila Farias (University 
of São Paulo, Brazil).

We would like to thank all authors, track chairs and members of the program committee for their contribution in setting a very high 
standard of quality while assuring a wide-range of perspectives and views for the conference, and the members of the organization 
committee for making it all happen. We are sure that the papers published here will foster more investigations and discussions on 
design history and design studies.
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